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Before I say anything else this month I 
want to say a HUGE thank you and 
farewell to Cliff Edwards.  He collected his 
final paper boy wages last month and is 
hanging up his delivery bag.  Cliff‟s health 
is not what it was and it‟s high time he had 
a bit of a rest; he‟s been delivering to 
Kenn Street for as long as we can 
remember, and we are really, really 
grateful for his outstanding service.  I only 
hope I can keep up the good work! 
 

I wasn‟t here for the Festival, but enough 
villagers were in evidence to fill the 
following pages with the news of what was 
a wonderful weekend.   I was only 
peripherally involved, but I know what an 
enormous amount of time and effort went 
into it.  For a tiny village, we punch above 
our weight time and time again.  We 
should be proud of ourselves and the 
people who organise such lovely events. 
 

Included this  month are the things I 
entirely missed out last month - failing to 
scroll down on an article is amazingly 
careless, but I did it. 
 

I‟ve taken the liberty of filling an otherwise 
empty space with a photo of my fabulous 
family without whom my sanity would be 
non-existent.  We had a good day, so 
that‟s one child down - only three more to 
go. 
 

On page  20 is the report of Kevin‟s crack 
team and their phenomenal fundraising in 
the Peak district.  Like he says, those of 
us who have homes, and pennies in a 
dish, and enough money to buy produce 
grown by women who earn a dollar a day 
in Kenya - we just don‟t know we‟re born.  
One day we will make poverty history, and 
it‟s brilliant people like Kevin who‟ll make it 
happen. 
 

Hazel 
 

PS - thank you Wendy, Robert, Hartley, 
Kate, Caroline - in fact, everyone who kept 
me sane and informed and looked after 
me while I just wanted to sling the printer 
into traffic.  You are all lovely.  And special 
thanks to Jo - you made my day. xxx 

Front 1 

Contents and Editorial Drivel 2 

Festival 3 

Historic Houses 4 

Festival Photos 5 

WI; PC; Market 6 

Kenn‟s Got Talent; Photography 7 

Festival Photos 8 

Neighbourhood Watch 9 

Festival; Scarecrows 10 

Festival Photos 11 

Nostalgia's Not What it Used to Be 12 

Down on the Farm 13 

Margaret‟s Mutterings; Book stall 14 

Cut Out 15 

And Keep 16 

Centre 17 

Section 18 

Pip Jenkins 19 

Habitat for Humanity 20 

Habitat for Humanity Photos 21 

June Village Walk 22 

Guess the Villagers 23 

Belated 24 

Kate‟s Wedding; History Project 25 

Bug News 26 

Sponsored Bike Ride 27 

Bird News 28 

Bird News 29 

Recycling  30 

Riverside Farm 31 

Classified 32 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  263 JULY 2010 

3 

KENN FESTIVAL 2010 
 
What a brilliant weekend we had!  The sun 
blazed down for all three days and the people 
came and enjoyed our village festival.  For 
those of you who joined in thanks for your help 
and support, for those that were not able to 
make it be sure to be there next time...we had 
a ball! 
 
The flowers in the Church were spectacular,  
the ladies who did the arrangements worked 
very hard and their skill and dedication showed 
in the beauty of their arrangements. The 
Church looked beautiful and was much 
admired by the many hundreds of people who 
attended the festival.  In the Church Rooms an 
exhibition of spinning and beautiful 
photographs of rare Orchids was enjoyed by 
all. 
 
Meanwhile down at the village hall the BBQ food was being enjoyed by many, the sausages and 
bacon having come from Yew Tree Farm.  The Cream Teas were delicious and were much 
appreciated by the many people who enjoyed them.  The bookstall and plant stall were busy on 
both days, raising lots of money for the charities.  The static bike ride to Land‟s End proved 
exhausting for the participants but worth it for the money it raised. 
 
Down the field the exhibitions of farm machinery and chainsaw sculpture drew big crowds, which 
were boosted on the Sunday by a magnificent display of Rolls Royces and other vintage cars. 
 
Elsewhere many scarecrows appeared to decorate the village, much ingenuity having been 
employed to create these entertaining figures.  As an extra we had brilliant contributions from local 
Guide a and Scout Troops. 
 
The Historic Houses Trail proved a great success with many families picking up stamps from all the 
houses, and at the same time learning much more about their village. 
 
The “Kenn Has Talent” show is described elsewhere, and was a huge success. 
 
To end the day a Village Photo was taken to commemorate a truly unforgettable weekend. The 
community really came together and helped each other to make this a memorable Festival. Many 
met new neighbours who will now become friends. Some visited the Church for the first time to find 
a real treasure. 
 
We would like to thank all those who helped and supported the Festival, hopefully it showed to 
everyone what a vibrant, friendly and generous community we live in. 
 
The final figures of the money raised will be published next month. 
 

Robin and Marianna 
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Historic House Trail 
 
Congratulations to our winners in the children‟s section. Prizes were awarded based on the 
number of stickers in the correct place and how neatly they were stuck in. 
 
Age 7 – 12 Years 
1st prize    Neve Peachey (Kenn) 
2nd prize   Olivia Gale  (Kenn) 
Runners up  
Abigail Holt (Kingston Seymour) 
Ben Holt  (Kingston Seymour) 
 

Under 7‟s 
1st prize    Olivia Ripley  (Clevedon) 
Runners up 
Noah Croxton  (Kenn) 
Sam Hibbs  (Kenn) 
 
 
 
Thanks to all who bought booklets – well done to the adults who completed the trail. We hope you 
enjoyed exploring our beautiful village. 
 
This is a time capsule for 2010.  Villages always change and evolve. It‟s good to remember how it 
was on this beautiful sunny June weekend.  We hope you will keep your booklets and in years to 
come it will be interesting to see how the village compares to 2010. 
 
The trail could not have taken place without the generous support of the villagers who allowed 
their houses to be photographed, wrote histories and put their stickers out for us all to enjoy. 
 
I believe there was not only rivalry to see who could collect the most stickers, but also an element 
of competition amongst the houses as to how many stickers had been taken. 
 
Many thanks to all who made this project possible, notably Robert, Sarah, Ann, Hartley and Hazel. 
 
There are just a few copies of the books still available, so if you have missed out they will be on 
sale at the next Kenn Village Market priced £3 each 
 

Signing off now from The Historic Houses  -  Heather Brain  The Limes 

Margaret and Brian Cook send this: 
 
We would like to thank all our family, friends and neighbours in the village for their kind note in last 
month‟s magazine wishing us well and a speedy recovery.  Brian is doing very well now, having had 
all his medication mulled over and altered, and the cellulitis he had on his foot when he left hospital 
is now also much better.  Margaret‟s problems aren‟t anything like Brian‟s, and as soon as the 
medics agree that she can have her cataracts dealt with she will be fine.  Thank you all so much -
we have been very touched by your kindness. 
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Historic House 
Hunters in the  
June sunshine 

The Amazing Technicolour 
VILLAGE BANNER!! 
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KENN W.I. 
 
Two intrepid Kenn residents, Mr and Mrs Holloway, came to the June meeting of the W.I. to tell us 
all about their trip to the Grand Canyon.  They had magnificent photographs to show us too.  It is 
difficult to appreciate just how big and beautiful parts of America are.  They walked to the bottom of 
the Canyon and back up the other side and then the same in reverse.  This took four days.  
Because of the way the Canyon is formed it is six miles down on one side and eight miles on the 
other.  It is not possible to just turn up and expect to do the hike – the waiting list is at least a year 
long. 
 
Sadly the kurling team were not winners at the finals but they had a lot of fun at the competition and 
we hope for better luck next year.  Thelma Blake continues to mop up Championships at the 
Agricultural Shows with her magnificent bull.  We are very proud of her. 
 
Next month we are very much looking forward to welcoming Celia Andrews to talk to us about her 
life, particularly her experiences in journalism.  She is well known to us all, so if you would like to 
hear her please come along on Wednesday 14th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
 

The Village of the Year Competition is being judged as I write. It would be wonderful if the judges 
could arrange to visit during the Festival and see Kenn at its best..  In the meantime please pick up 
any litter that has been discarded by passing motorists so that the village looks neat and tidy all the 
time.  Thank you. 
 
I expect that you have noticed all the advertising hoardings that are sprouting up all over the place.  
They are totally out of keeping in a rural setting.  Photographs have been taken of them and sent to 
the Planning Department at North Somerset.  We await developments. 
 
As part of the forthcoming cuts in local government services North Somerset are taking one of their 
two mobile libraries off the road.  This means that Kenn will no longer get a visit from a mobile 
library.  It was felt that, as there are two first class libraries nearby, one in Clevedon and one in 
Yatton,  Kenn people would have reasonable access to a library. 
 
The next meeting will be held  on 2nd August in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Ann Holtham 

VILLAGE MARKET 
 
 The June Market nestled nicely in the Kenn Festival weekend and was as successful as all the 
other 
events seemed to be. We had new sellers and new faces buying. Thank you to 
all of you  and of course also to our regular faithful. 
 
Money raised from the bookstall will be sent to SMILETRAIN along with the 
prize money from the owner of a very surprised Bag Lady scarecrow!! 
 
Julia is also donating her cake and preserve takings to the same worthy 
cause. 
 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL AGAIN AT THE NEXT MARKET on  

JULY 24 th 
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Camera Club start-up Meeting 

 
Downscote 

 
Duck Lane 

 
July 1st 8pm 

Photo Exhibition 
 

Big thanks to all who visited my exhibition and gave valuable feedback.  An especially big thank you 
to those who bought prints from the “bargain box”.  You raised £60 for the Smile Train. 
 

Robert 

 

Kenn's Got Talent....It's official..proved..definite.. 
 
A perfect summer evening, the rays of the sinking sun glinting on rows of white chairs, a buzz of 
conversation from supporters at the back, and Kenn's Got Talent was off. Jo Manning grabbed our 
attention and held it, spell bound as she played a lovely piece from her classical repertoire. Then 
Heather Saxby took us back to her childhood with four very varied poems.  Colin Golding-Ellis came 
out of musical retirement to take some of us old hippies back to the summer of love with 
'Friends' (hands up who knew ALL the words…) and then to change the mood completely, Margaret 
Cook took us into the realms of opera. 
 
Jonathan Hicks then played us a nifty trad jazz number, and his brother Thomas gave us the 'Match 
of the Day' theme on his cornet (remember, it was still OK to think about English footie then).  Celia 
Andrews had written a five minute version of Hamlet, which she and I would probably have 
performed in said five minutes, if only I'd been able to change props quickly enough. The Grand 
Finale came courtesy of the cast of 'Apprentice Saints', performing our favourite number, 'The 
Shipwreck Song'.  We then offered the stage to anyone in the audience who wished to perform but 
this time there were no takers. 
  
The best things to come out KGT were lots of comments like 'That was really fun, let's do it again 
sometime.' and 'It's amazing what entertainment you can make in a small village, what about next 
year?' and also the great performance of the new keyboard, kindly donated by The Friends of Kenn 
Church.  It good-naturedly travelled down to the hall in the back of a Land Rover, and equally easily 
popped back to church after the show. 
  
Thanks to Simon and Jenny Pascoe there were refreshments available, thank you guys. 
  
Many thanks also to the 'Easy Strollers' line dancing team who entertained us for an hour, MS 
Charities being close to their hearts. Those in the crowd who were persuaded to join in had a great 
time, until it got dimpsy, when tired but happy we all wandered home.   
 

Julia Bush 
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Horn of Plenty (of talent)... 

...and Apprentice Saints 
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Renee and Deryck Bell - Diamond Wedding Anniversary 29th July 2010 
 
Renee and Deryck Bell were married at Holy Trinity, Blendworth, Hampshire on 29th July 
1950.  The date of their marriage was a traditional day for teachers to get married as they had the 
long summer vacation in front of them.   
 
They came to Bristol in September 1950, living first in Cotham and Redland, then in 
Whitchurch.  They moved to Long Ashton in 1961, spending 16 years there, and finally to Kenn in 
March 1977.   
 
They were the first to move into one of the 5 new homes in Kenn Street and lived there for more 
than 32 years before moving to Sandford Station Retirement Vllage at Sandford, near Churchill. 

 
Happy Anniversary! 

 
New Neighbours at ‘The Cottage’ 
 

A few weeks ago James and Patti along with their two young children, Charlie and Tessa moved 
into The Cottage. We would like to warmly welcome them to Kenn and hope they enjoy living in 
Duck Lane as much as we do. 
 

Ian, Annie, Erin, Nadia, Tyler & Scarlett 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 

 
 
Hi - this is Emma Wright PCSO for the Villages.  We are asking for your URGENT assistance to 
check all of your sheds, stables and outbuildings for a vulnerable missing person who has been 
missing since the 14th June. His name is Neal Cook, he is 46 years old, a white male of large build, 
short grey hair, blue eyes and was last seen wearing blue jeans, a grey and black striped polo shirt, 
green zip-up waterproof top and black shoes. 
 
Can you please pass this message to anyone you know in North Somerset and Bristol and ask 
them to check their property? Please note that this male is not dangerous just very vulnerable and 
needs to be found as soon as possible. 
 
Thanks you for your help once again. 
 
If you have seen this male or have any information please call Weston CID on  

01934 638115 or 0845 456 7000. 
 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 0845 456 7000 or you can call 
anonymously to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.  For general information 
about Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the www.mynhw.co.uk website. 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Any%20Authorised%20User/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/JDWJKQT1/www.mynhw.co.uk
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KENN FESTIVAL - the morning after... 
 
It must seem to many as it does to Grace and myself, in Kenn this morning, 
as if they are on holiday; no work or planning for "Kenn Festival”. It's all 
done!!, and we had a remarkably successful two days. 
 
A truly great time was had by all, villagers and visitors, helped by fabulous 
weather. Kenn put on a weekend to remember with pride and satisfaction; 
plus I hear we have raised a very good sum of money for our Church and 
Charities. 
 
The festival planning started some eighteen months ago with the basic idea of holding a "Flower 
Festival", it grew from there into the full week end of events. This required many willing workers and 
fund raising to deliver the two day party that has been so greatly enjoyed. 
 
To everyone involved, whatever their contribution, I say on behalf of us all a big THANK YOU SO 
VERY, VERY MUCH for what you have given us. 
 

John Griffin 

Scarecrows! 
 
Herewith the list of runners and riders and winners in the (is it now annual?) Scarecrow Competition! 
 

Village Winners: 
 

1st  Church Path Cottage   Life is Short 
2nd  Great Thornworth  Bob the Builder 
3rd  Downscote    The Bag Lady 
 

Highly commended 
 

  Kenn Garage   Pete the Petrol Pump 
  Chapel Cottage   Father and Daughter 
 
 

Guides and Brownies Winners: 
 

1st  6th Clevedon Brownies  Dorothy and Toto, too! 
  Young Leaders 
 

2nd  1st Congresbury Brownies Campfire 
 

Joint 3rd 6th Clevedon Brownies  Lady Gaga seated 
  Mole Six 
 

Joint 3rd 6th Clevedon Brownies  Bayleaf the Gardener 
  Rabbit Six 
 

Highly commended 
 

  6th Clevedon Brownies  Lady Gag standing 

  Foxes Six 
 

Scouts Winners 
 
1st  1st Nailsea Concord  St George and the Dragon 
  and Compass Cubs 
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A fabulous time was had by all…. 
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Older than Me? 
 

If you grew up in a generation before there was fast food, you may want to share some of your 
memories with your children or grandchildren.  Just don't blame me if they fall about laughing. 
 
My young grandson asked me the other day, "What was your favourite fast food when you were 
growing up, grandad?" 
 
"We didn't have fast food when I was growing up," I told him. "All food was slow." 
 
He said, “but where did you eat?"  "It was a place called at home", I explained. "I never ate out. I 
first visited a restaurant when I was married.  Mum cooked every day and when Dad got home 
from work, we sat down together at the dining room table, and if I didn't like what she put on my 
plate, was allowed to sit there until I did like it." 
 
By this time, the lad was a bit bemused, so I didn't tell him the part about how I had to have 
permission to leave the table, but here are some other things I would have told him about my 
childhood if I'd thought it would mean anything for him: 
 
Most people didn‟t own their own house, lads never wore long trousers (even in the winter) until 
they were about 14 - nobody wore Levis, travelled out of the country or had a credit card (credit 
cards had not been invented). Most people saved up and waited until they could afford to pay 
for things. 
 
My parents didn't have a car to take me to school. I had to walk or ride a bike. 
 
We didn't have a television in our house until I was 32. It was, of course, black and white, and 
the only station went off the air at midnight after playing the national anthem; it came back on 
the air at about 4pm the following day, with a children‟s programme. 
 
I was over 20 years old before there was a second channel and I was introduced (in my `rich' 
cousin's house) to the delights of commercials.  As a child we didn‟t have a telephone in the 
house, and had to walk about half a mile to a phone box and put tuppence in the slot if we 
needed to make a call. 
 
Pizzas were not delivered to our home. In fact we had never heard of them.  But milk and bread 
were, by men with horse drawn vans.  And then we collected the manure. 
 
All newspapers were delivered by boys before they went to school. Most boys delivered 
newspapers six days a week and had to get up at 6am every morning. 
 
There were no film ratings because they were responsibly produced for everyone to enjoy 
viewing, without bad language, violence, or anything really offensive. There were Saturday 
morning films for the kids, the `Thruppenny Rush'. 
 
Growing up is a bit different nowadays - but you tell them all about it, and they don‟t believe 
you… 
 

Passed on to Kenn News and Views by Mike Callow (from the BAE Pensioners Newsletter) 
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Down on the Farm 
 
Although we had a very late spring, with growth held back by the very cold weather, I can never 
remember the countryside looking so wonderful as it is now in mid-June. 
 
The trees, which came into leaf much later than normal, now have luxuriant foliage on them.  As you 
drove around the countryside you could see an improvement almost day by day.  It is now mid-June 
and the growth, even on the roadside verges, is a spectacular sight, with wild flowers and the 
hedges at their very best.  I can never remember the hawthorn bushes putting on such a 
spectacular display of May flower as it has this year. 
 
There are reports that the spring flush of milk that usually occurs in May didn‟t come this year due to 
the shortage of grass. 
 
When we used to milk our cows by hand it was a pleasure to sit down and milk them once the cows 
were let out into the first spring grass.  Their milk output increased daily, reaching its peak in mid-
May.  In some cases cows gave a gallon more milk once they had tasted spring grass.  In those 
days cows were less well fed in winter than they are today. 
 
There have been very large acreages of maize for cattle feed planted this spring.  The seed has not 
germinated very well because the soil was so dry when it was planted.  The prospects for a heavy 
crop don‟t look good. 
 
It is now mid-June and no haymaking has been done due to the lateness of the season, but most 
farmers have managed to make their first cut of silage and get it into store for next winter‟s feeding. 
 
Our family managed to get their sheep shorn in late May in excellent weather.  What a relief it is 
when this job is complete, both for the sheep and those who have to look after them. 
 
The prices of cattle destined for the beef trade have dropped drastically these past few weeks,  a 
great disappointment for those farmers who have spent large amounts of money to get their cattle to 
perfection for what is generally the best prices of the year. 
 

Ray Naish 

 
 
DEGREE CONGRATULATIONS TO 
CHRIS JAEHME 
 
Many congratulations to Chris on gaining a 2.1 in 
his BSc (Hons) Land Management from Reading 
University.  We are all delighted in his success and 
are now looking forward to reaping the rewards of 
his hard work when he joins the family business of 
property development and lettings. 
 
A note from Liz:  I think it’s a bit tough when you 
have to give birth to your staff members – the 
apprenticeship is rather long!!! 
 

Liz and Martin Jaehme 
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Margaret's Mutterings 
   
Kenn Festival -  Friends from the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts' Club have asked me to say how 
impressed they were by everything in the village when they visited on Sunday.  They could not 
decide which they liked most, some said the Church Flowers, Nick was enthralled by the Orchid 
Photograph exhibition, while Suzanne thoroughly enjoyed visiting all the Historic Houses. 
 
I think every car went away with at least three books from Caroline and most of them took a plant 
from Doreen.  Hot Dogs, Bacon Rolls and Cream Teas were enjoyed and Roger and Sarah were 
delighted with their winnings on the Tombola.  Philippa and Oliver took the opportunity to renew old 
friendships and we all enjoyed the wonderful weather.  What a success! 
 
On a personal note, I was thrilled to have George and the Dragon rest on my front lawn - a well 
deserved First Prize for that.  Thanks to Mike Bell for organising the Scarecrows and to Mike Dolling 
for so generously providing the cash prizes. 
  
Those of us who sat in the evening sun enjoying Kenn's Got Talent were greatly entertained - 
thanks go to all those who were brave enough to perform - this has to be repeated, please.... 
  
By the time Friday Evening's Wine and Cheese opened the Kenn Festival the excitement was 
almost palpable, and it continued right through from the two services at St. John's - Sunday morning 
a double baptism, banns of marriage, family 
service and drama from the Sunday Club. 
The orange chairs were necessary to 
provide seating for the huge congregation - 
through the beautiful 6.00pm Songs of 
Praise when the pews were not quite 
full but the singing filled the building, the 
Children's Sports, to the Village Photograph 
after that 'football match'.  Thanks go to 
everyone who helped in any way - we have 
raised loads of money and are expecting 
lots more in Sponsorship for the Marathon 
Bicycle Ride to Lands End.  Well done to 
everyone who joined in this bit of fun. 
  
The consensus is that we must do it again... 

Thanks for the books 
 
What a brilliant weekend we all had!  With 
all your help I raised loads of money on the 
book stall. Several months ago I put the 
word out that books were needed. Since 
then nearly every time I opened the front door another bag or box of books would appear, or books 
would be left in the porch - good quality, sellable books.  My „pile it high, sell it cheap‟ marketing 
strategy meant I shifted around 500 books!  By Sunday afternoon the surface of the trestle table 
was visible again.  Wendy will take the leftovers for her St Peter‟s Hospice shop in Long Ashton. 
 
Many thanks if I did not thank you personally.         
 

Caroline Holden  
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     

    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 
  

 

Recycling - 6th, 20th  (but see page 30) 
  
Green Waste - 13th, 27th (but see page 30) 

Kenn Women’s Institute 
 

July 14th, Kenn Village Hall, 7:30pm 

  Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 

The Village Market in July 
  

Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 
July 24th  10:00am till midday.  
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July Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

 5 Avril Gaunt   
 7 Adam Gamester 
  Bronia Harris  
 8 Ian Silvester  
10 Caroline Holden  
 Molly Cheek 
11 Thomas Hicks 
13 Laura Beardshaw 
14 Lois & Colin Webb  
                                      wedding anniversary 
20 Andrew Hicks 
21 Toby Naish                       
24 Brian Walters 
 Eloise Gale 
 Jemima Hatcher-Wilkins 
25 Sue Pugh 
27 Jessica Brett 
28 Juliet Stowell 
 Jack Stowell 
 Millie and Mike Stowell  
                                      wedding anniversary 
29 Emma and Peter Brooks 
         wedding anniversary 
29 Liz and Vince Stowell  
                               wedding anniversary  
31 Annie and Ian Silvester  
                               wedding anniversary 

Camera Club start-up Meeting 
 

Downscote, Duck Lane 
 

July 1st 8pm 

Kiwis in Kenn 
 
At about 2pm on that glorious Festival 
Saturday I set out for Clevedon on a really 
important mission. As I pulled away from the 
house I saw a small, clean car stop 
outside  the house. 'Scarecrow spotters' I 
thought, 'What a shame they're not walking.'   
Half an hour later I got back to find that car on 
the drive, no husband, and four glasses on the 
draining board(???).  Soon the mystery was 
solved. Ah yes, now I remember, friends of a 
friend in NZ, an email a while back 'We'll be in 
Upper Europe in June/July. We'll call in.' 
 
They couldn't have chosen a better day, 
brilliant weather (winter and temps of 6-8C at 
home), so much to see, the village looking 
great, CREAM TEAS!!! Thanks everyone, for 
giving our visitors an afternoon to remember.  
 

Julia Bush 

St. John’s Altar Guild 
 
 

The volunteers for July are  Dave and Sue 
Pugh and Jilly Butland. 

We Flew our Flag and Lit the Church 
Tower during June for lots of joyous 
occasions: 
 

on the 17th, for the diamond wedding of Alfie 
and Jean Watts; 
 
on the 19th for the wedding of Tassos 
Papasolomontos and Jane Boothey; 
 
on the 26th and 27th for Kenn Festival; and 
 
on the 28th to celebrate the Pearl Wedding 
Anniversary of Martin and Liz Jaehme. 

The Church Bell 
 
was rung on June 17th at midday to celebrate 
the diamond wedding of Alfie and Jean Watts. 
 
The Handbell Team was out in force playing 
over the Festival Weekend - what a lovely 
sound!  Thanks to Geoff Marchant and the 
ringers for such sweet serenades. 
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All at Sea? Not at all. 
  

At the June Family Service, the congregation 
had a treat for all the senses. The church was 
filled with breath taking floral arrangements, 
illustrating the Flower Festival theme 'All 
things bright and beautiful' and the scent of 
the flowers filled the air. The first part of the 
service came in the form of a musical 
'Apprentice Saints', script by Celia Andrews, 
music by Jo Manning and performed by Kenn 
Sunday Club. It told the story of how Simon 
and Saul had their lives and their names 
changed (to Peter and Paul) by their 
experiences of Jesus. 
 
The children had given up a lot of time to 
practise, and all the effort was well worth it, 
judging by the applause. 
 
Then it was time for the baptism of Jack Finlay 
Mellon and his mother Eugenie, who were 
supported by a goodly crowd of family and 
friends, two new 'apprentice saints'.   
 

 Julia Bush 

Songs of Praise 
 
On Sunday 27th June we had a real treat - it 
was like those wonderful school assemblies all 
over again.  The most wonderful hymns, the 
most uplifting tunes, a church full of people 
who wanted to sing and flowers - such 
flowers! 
 
We made a splendid sound.  But it flew by - I 
could have carried on singing for hours… 
 
All the hymns were chosen by villagers, for 
lots of different reasons, and accompanied on 
the organ by Robert Rideout of All Saints who 
did us a great favour and did us proud.  It was 
lovely that so many visitors from churches in 
the team were with us to sing.  John Andrews 
thanked everyone involved with everything 
over the Festival weekend, and then we sang 
some more! 
 

My vote is for more occasions when we just 
make a joyful noise… 
 

Hazel 

Take Your Partners 
 
Everyone is invited to go along to the farm and 
“split the willow”, “dosey doe”, “make a star” or 
“spin a partner in a basket”. 
 
For those not in the know the translation is: 
they are all barn dance activities and  
 

Kenn and Kingston Kombine  
 

is staging one at Tutshill Farm, Ham Lane, 
Kingston Seymour on Saturday, July 31st from 
8pm.  There will also be a Ploughman‟s 
Supper on offer. 
 
The event, promising to be lots of fun for all 
ages, including children, is in aid of the 
General Church Fund. 
 
Tickets are on sale at the Chapter House or 
from churchwardens or by ringing 01934 
833593. 
 

From Moor News 
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SERVICES FOR JULY 2010 
 

1st Sunday   4th THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
8am  Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9.30am Family Communion with Holy Baptism at Yatton   
9.30am Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11am First Sunday Special at Claverham  
11am  Family Service with Holy Baptism at Kingston Seymour  
6pm  Evensong at Yatton*  
 
2nd Sunday   11th  THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
YATTON PATRONAL FESTIVAL  
8am Holy Communion at Yatton*   
9.30am  Patronal Communion at Yatton   
9.30am  Holy Communion at Claverham  
11am Pet Service at Cleeve Village Hall  
11am Holy Communion at Kenn  
6pm Evensong at Kingston Seymour*  
6.30pm Holy Communion at Cleeve  
6.30pm Youth Service at Yatton  
 
3rd Sunday   18th THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY   
8am Holy Communion at Claverham*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
2.30pm  Holy Baptism at Yatton ~ Oliver & Elizabeth Dodd 
6pm Evensong at Kenn*  
6pm Songs of Praise (Ecumenical) at Court de Wyck School  
 
4th Sunday   25th  THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
JAMES THE APOSTLE   
8am Holy Communion at Yatton*  
8am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton   
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11am Family Service at Claverham  
11am Family Service at Kenn  
2.30PM Holy Baptism at Cleeve  
6.30pm  Evening Worship at Yatton Methodist Church  
 
HOLY DAYS IN JULY:  
22nd – Thursday MARY MAGDALENE  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
7.30pm Holy Communion at Yatton 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Daily:   8.30am Morning Prayer Yatton (not Saturdays or Holy Days) 
Every Wednesday: l0am: Holy Communion Yatton 
1st Wednesday: 11am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour* 
3rd Wednesday: 11am Holy Communion Kenn* 
4th Wednesday: 11am: Holy Communion Claverham 
Every Thursday: 9.30am  Holy Communion Cleeve 
    7.30pm:  Holy Communion Yatton 

 
* Book of Common Prayer  
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Pip Jenkins  
 

is featured in Vogue, no less!!  She is one of 
the Vogue Talents and the article says: 
 

She is working as a post graduate designer 
for John Smedley in England, having just 
launched a "capsule collection" for Autumn/
Winter 2010/11, called the Boutique 
Collection.  
 

The collection theme and silhouette was 
something very different from the main range, 
but it still maintains those key links to the 
company's traditional values of high quality, 
fine knitwear designed and produced in 
England.  
 

The collection was launched to an audience of 
worldwide buyers and has been very will 
received. 
 

Kenn really has produced some fabulous 
talent, and we are just so pleased for our 
brilliant young people who are doing so well. 
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Hope Challenge 2010 
 
First of all a big thank you for your support - it is very much 
appreciated. 
 
We completed The Hope Challenge last weekend (11th-13th June), survived the 2 nights in our DIY 
shelter made out of recycled/scavenged materials, and had fun along the way. 
 
Friday saw us arrive at 'base camp ' in the Edale Valley (Peak District), after what can be said was 
the first major challenge .... beating the UK motorway network on a Friday!! 
 
The weekend theme was based around an unfolding hurricane disaster scenario and the work 
undertaken by Habitat for Humanity in this type of situation.  We constructed our shelter out of old 
building sheets, tarpaulins, plastic water pipes, old fence battens and held it together with miles of 
gaffer tape.  Friday night was really windy (mainly outside of the shelter) and I spent the night star 
gazing through the gap in the shelter above my head. 
 
On Saturday morning we set off for the trek around the Edale Valley, with team challenges along 
the way. A couple of team members ' made comments' on the more steep (timed) sections, as 
apparently it was a surprise that the Peak District contains steep hills?! 
We finished the trek mid afternoon and were then give additional materials to 'improve' our living 
accommodation; with our materials we built a cracking porch extension, and all it lacked was 
rocking chairs and hanging baskets. 
 
On Saturday night we had some rain but the shelter proved mainly watertight ... again quite 
surprising. On Sunday morning we set off for a score orienteering event and then finished the 
weekend with a community task of creating a water supply together ( 80+ participants). 
 
Our team finished the event 3rd out of 17 teams, and completed each event/challenge in the top 
three. 
 
More importantly, we pledged £8,500 as the Bovis Homes team - enough for 7 permanent 
family homes, taking people out of real housing poverty and giving them hope of a better life. The 
weekend brought home to all of us how much we take our own homes for granted, and that having 
a home is more than just bricks and mortar.  
 
The Hope Challenge raised over £70,000 for Habitat for Humanity. 
 
Thank you again on behalf of the team and more importantly, on behalf of the families for whom you 
have made a home possible. 
 
For future reference, the event is open to wide range of teams ...if you are interested in finding out 
more, let me know, or visit www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk.uk/hopehome [where you can also 
see all the results and photos]. 
 
 
I have put this report and some of our team photos onto my page at: 
 

www.justgiving.com/kevinwilkins 
 
Best wishes and once again - a heartfelt thank you. 

Kevin Wilkins, Moorgate House  

http://www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk.uk/hopehome
http://www.justgiving.com/kevinwilkins
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Kevin was chosen to be one of the four 
Bovis Homes elite team members, from 

their crack training  squad (of four). 

Substandard housing in Botswana 

Habitat for Humanity Home in 
Botswana 
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Kenn Village Walk – Monday 14
th

 June, 2010 
 

We were pleased that Ray Naish felt well enough to join 16 of us when we visited Home Farm at 
Failand. Ray‟s son Jeff has a five-year tenancy on 100 acres of land from the National Trust.   When 
Jeff was interviewed about the tenancy he was asked how much fertiliser he used – answer „none‟, 
how much spray – answer „none‟; obviously these were the required responses.  
 

The property, which includes around 300 acres of land, and seven or eight houses, was given to the 
National Trust in the 1980‟s by the Fry family of Bristol.  
 

We arrived via Race Horse Lane, passing the Victorian church with 120ft high spire, which was built 
in 1880.  From various parts of the farm we were able to identify the churches at Abbots Leigh, 
Shirehampton and Stoke Bishop.  We also had fine views over Avonmouth to the original Severn 
Bridge and across to Wales as well as large parts of Bristol. 
 

All the woodwork was well preserved, painted in National Trust green, but the gardens around the 
locked house were rather overgrown, though the roses round the doors and the shrubs gave a 
colourful display.   
 

We inspected the old dairy, with its ventilator in the centre of the roof, tiled floor and walls and stone 
work surfaces, diamond shuttered windows where for many years butter and cheese were made, 
Margaret Bush mused that she could „smell the whey‟.  Outside the dairy door, beside a fine show 
of rhubarb, was a slab of concrete with a square marked with the word „WELL‟ which amused us – 
at least people will know where to find the water.   
 

Jeff has stocked the farm with a diverse selection of rare breed cattle, including some rather 
attractive longhorns. 
 

We inspected the disused pigsty with drain and drain hole plus a door through which the dung was 
thrown.  The floor was concrete marked in four-inch squares to make it non-slip. 
 

The cow barn was a larger building, again well drained, with a long feeding stall and a sliding door 
leading out to the cow yard, also a large empty hay barn and vehicle store. 
 

We walked across the meadow in front of the main house, Failand Hill House, which was sold for 
£150,000 in the 1970s – Jeff told us that recently a flat on the south side had been sold for a million 
pounds.  It is a truly beautiful location!!   
 

Having noted the big house we skirted the walled garden and realised just what a huge building it is.  
Crossing the field we were impressed by the magnificent green and copper beech trees and the 
majestic pines in a row.  The pastureland was a mix of many different grasses with clover, mainly 
white, buttercups, thistles and docks with a few foxgloves and the occasional toadstool, with the 
hedges bright with Elderflower and Dog Roses.   
 

We came across a National Trust footpath sign and some agreed to investigate this at another time. 
We crossed a small stream with water running through arches in a stonewall via an old stone 
drinking trough.   
 

Jeff told us that 70 species of birds have been recorded on the farm and 50 species breed there.   
Among the trees we recognised were Horse Chestnuts, Holly with berries already formed, Ash, 
Beech laden with Beech Mast and Oak both English and Sessil, which Hartley Staples recognised.  
 

Our thanks go to Jeff and Ray for organising the walk and guiding us so well.  The next walk will be 
on Monday 11th July – destination not yet known! 
 

Margaret Ball 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  263 JULY 2010 

23 

Our very own RVN out and about after his long illness - at the Summer Walk 

I 
 
 

In May the young man looking so seriously out on the world was, as three of you guessed, John 
Griffin. 
 
In June the Festival took up all the space, so this month there are two good looking chaps to guess 
at.  Answers to me, Robert or Margaret before the end of the month.  
 
The winner gets a bottle of plonk, by the by... 

Guess the Villager 
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A hundred years and still winning 
 
Norman Baker, who is 81 and his horse Joey who is 19, driving the Butchers cart, made in 1879 by 
Bellringer Carriage Maker of Castle Carey, won the Tradesman‟s Class of driving at the recent 
North Somerset Show. 
 
Norman lives just over the border in Clevedon, but is in Kenn every day tending his animals.  He 
has a lot of land in Kenn where he has kept his animals since he was 14 years old.  He has been a 
very successful carriage driver since he was a young man, winning the All England Championship 
at Windsor Horse Show in 1980.  He has also won the class several times at The Royal Welsh 
Show and the championship several times at The Royal Cornwall Show at Truro.  While at that 
show he had the privilege of being interviewed by the Bishop of Truro who was very interested in 
carriage driving and was photographed with him. 
 
Winning the All England Championship he was competing against very wealthy people, including 
Rothman‟s of Pall Mall.  The horse he won it with, he had bought as a foal, at a Welsh Horse Sale 
for £13.  Some of his competitors had spent huge sums of money putting together their horses and 
carriages.  He told that he had better retire from driving at shows now he is at the advanced age of 
81. 
 

Dictated by Ray Naish and written by Leon Naish  

Margaret’s Mutterings 
 
Thanks to Jeff and Ray Naish who kindly allowed their four mares to foal in the fields behind the 
Village Hall.  A wonderful sight, greatly appreciated.  We understand that the mares have gone back 
to be with the stallion to prepare for next year‟s entertainment for us. 
 
Congratulations to Joan Stevens on the arrival of her first grandson,  also to proud parents Denise 
and Dan – Luke Michael was born on Friday 7th May weighing 7lbs 14oz.   Both our flag and 
floodlighted celebrated his arrival. 
 
Best wishes for speedy return to full health to Brian and Margaret Cook who are not too well at the 
time of writing.  
 
Ray Naish, what powers of recovery - he must have divine help – at Christmastide he was really 
poorly, by Whitsun he was able to drive himself to Church and then take Jean to Jeff‟s for lunch.  
Wonderful!! 

Things that should have been in last month’s magazine….  With apologies from Hazel 

Ray’s May Bird News  
 
Jeff Naish reports a large number of Long Tailed Tits and Blue Tits appeared May 29th.  He has 
found a Spotted Woodpecker nest in Nailsea Moor, the young are just showing.  In one of his fields 
at Portbury Hundred, he says four pairs of Lapwing (Peewits) have nested.  Lots of young Ducks 
have appeared in the moors. 
 

Ray Naish 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  263 JULY 2010 

25 

 
Everyone has asked how the wedding went, and can we see pictures?   

This one was taken before we left for the Register Office.  The sun shone, we 
got everywhere on time and Kate looked gorgeous.  

Hazel 

 
History Project 
 
The census printouts for 1841 to 1901 are available for inspection at Bram Rigg.  Transcription is 
happening (slowly) and  that extra detail will be available soon.  We are not, at this stage, going to 
put this information on the website, but you are more than welcome to come and peruse at your 
leisure.    
 
Give me a ring on 01275 349535 if you want to come and check up on your forebears. 
 
The village family tree gets bigger by the day thanks to the amazing memories of my contributors.  
Jane Lilly is collaborating on pre-1841 Kenn since in overlaps with her  Clevedon history.  She  has 
some evidence  that  most of the women who lived in Kenn worked in Clevedon before 1850, so 
that will be fascinating.  All we need now are more hours in the day and we‟ll be fine! 

Hazel 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  263 JULY 2010 

26 

Bug News 
 

Spotted this newly emerged dragonfly earlier in June.  It's a Southern Hawker - Aeshna cyanea and 
it is waiting for it's wings to harden.   These are quite common in garden ponds and you may be 
lucky to see several emerging at roughly the same time.  In the background is the discarded larval 
skin or exuvia of one that has flown. 

Robert Down 

Sponsored Cycle Ride - Make Wish Foundation 
  
During one of my lessons at Clevedon School, we were learning about how to organise a fund 
raising event.  Our task was to make it as realistic as possible.  We had heard about Make-A-Wish 
charity through the internet. Once we had completed our research we had read so many good 
things that can come of raising funds for them, so we said why not just do it!   
 

Make-A-Wish Charity relies on raised funds to help put a little magic into the lives of children with 
life threatening illnesses.  Wishes can range from being a princess or James Bond for the day, a 
room makeover, dancing with The Royal Ballet, or a recent one was when a boy called Connor 
played his guitar with Brian May (lead guitarist from Queen). 
 

Even my geography teacher  Miss Newey joined us for the first 20 miles and my Dad Julian 
accompanied Izzie Low, Katie and Ben Thole and Olivia and I. We went ahead with our planned 40 
mile bike ride, which we took at a leisurely pace.  Our parents met us at Cheddar with flasks of hot 
chocolate and other yummy stuff! 
  
Please find attached a letter from Make A Wish charity to say we have sent to them £391.70p we 
have since collected another £24.82p which will be posted to them shortly, totalling £416.52 so far. 
  
We would like to say thank you to neighbours, friends and family who sponsored us.  
  

Eloise Gale 
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Bird News 
 
Trevor George telephoned me to say that he had heard a Cuckoo towards the River Yeo at 
Kingston Seymour at the end of May, and few days later I heard (presumably) the same bird near 
the village.  Then ten days after that, I actually saw a Cuckoo at the Yeo Estuary, possibly a female 
as it did not call.  There have also been several reports of calling Cuckoos from Mendip Springs 
Golf Club at Congresbury and my impression is that there has been a slight increase in records this 
year from an all time low in 2009. 
 
The wintering area of Cuckoos is not known and work is now ongoing in Africa to try to remedy this. 
 
John Croxton saw a Hobby over Duck Lane on 3rd June and whilst I was watching the steam train 
at Yatton Station one hurtled over in the direction of the House Martin colonies.  John or I would be 
very pleased to hear if you see one. 
 
The Great Spotted Woodpeckers in Littlewood fledged their young and the Tawny Owls produced 
two owlets.  We saw the Treecreepers on 9th June but have not seen any juveniles; they can, 
however, be very elusive. 
 
Along the Strawberry Line the Barn Owls are still feeing young (probably a small family this year) 
and a pair of Linnets had 5 youngsters with them.  There are lots of young birds, especially Blue 
Tits, although our garden pair sadly failed at a late stage. 
 
John and I have been on the look out (so far without success) for Spotted Flycatchers, and, again, 
any sightings of this once common species would be appreciated.  One search, however, took us to 
Long Wood in Cheddar Gorge where, incredibly, we found a singing Brambling.  This was a 
stunning bird with black head and brilliant orange breast and it should be in Scandinavia.  The 
consensus is that it was unable to migrate north due to injury or illness, has now recovered, and has 
established a territory, but, of course, there is no mate.  I believe that this is probably the first 
summer record for Somerset since 1956. 
 
STOP PRESS - Hobby seen again over Duck Lane 8am June 23rd by John Croxton.  Please let us 
know if you see one. 
 

Trevor Riddle 01934 835208 

Bird News II 
 

Jeffrey Naish reported a large number of young birds appearing in the hedgerows on 29th May. 
 

Miles Naish has also reported large numbers of young birds appearing on their bird table at Oakland 
Farm recently, including finches and tits of all varieties.  It seem that small birds have had a 
wonderful breeding season. 
 

A pair of swallows has produced four chicks in a nest in our garage at Cloverlea.  Unfortunately the 
chicks all died when almost fully fledged. 
 
These swallows have moved to the garage from the old cow shed where they have nested for many 
years.  PS - they have laid more eggs. 
 

Heather Jenkins had a pair of House Martins who build a nest in the roof of her house, unfortunately 
all the young fell out of the nest and died when fully fledged. 
 

Ray Naish 
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Hobby 

Tawny Owl 

Spotted Flycatcher 

Brambling 

Linnet 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  263 JULY 2010 

30 

 
Paper 
office paper 
newspaper 
magazines 
catalogues 
wrapping paper 
envelopes 
brochures 
telephone directories 
catalogues. 

 

Glass 
bottles 
jars 
pots. 

 

Metal 
aerosol cans 
metal takeaway containers 
food tins 
biscuit and sweet tins 
drinks cans 
animal food tins 
aluminum foil 
metal lids from jars 
pie tins and trays 
wine screw tops 

 

Cardboard 
corrugated cardboard (please note this will 
no longer be collected in your green garden 
waste bag) 
printed cardboard 
thin cardboard 
cereal boxes 
toilet rolls 
kitchen roll tubes 
ready-meal sleeves 
greetings cards without glitter or novelties 

 

Food and Drink Cartons 
Tetra Paks 
food cartons 
soup Cartons 
fruit juice cartons 
drinks cartons 
washing detergent cartons 
refill cartons. 

 
Plastics 
bottles 
plastic takeaway containers 
polystyrene packaging 
plastic meat trays 
plastic fruit punnets 
household cleaning bottles 
toiletry bottles 
yoghurt pots 
tubs 
plastic types 1, 2, 5 and 6 

 

Textiles 
clothes 
fabric material 
curtains 
duvet covers 
scraps of clothes 
shoes (tied in pairs). 

 

Other Items 
household batteries 
mobile phones 
spectacles 
engine oil in a sealed container. 

 
 
 
grass cuttings 
prunings 
plants 
flowers 
leaves 
weeds 
hedge and conifer clippings 
twigs and tree branches of a maximum 10cm 
(4.5") diameter 
 
(no cardboard) 
 
(Details from the North Somerset website with 
thanks) 

And then we use the fortnightly 
green waste service to recycle only : 

From July 20th  The Green Box collection EVERY WEEK can take all of 

these things - will there be room for it all?? 
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Happily, not gone forever - Riverside Farm!  
  

Far from being 'gone forever', Riverside Farm is being rebuilt for future generations of the 

Staples family, and is bursting with life and happiness.  

Rob and Becky 

(This is another example of me inadvertently getting things wrong.  I included a page in the Historic House Booklet 
which showed buildings which have been demolished.  I meant to include Kenn Court Cottages and Bow Cottage, but I 
thought Kenn Court Cottages had enough coverage of their demise last year, and the photo of Bow Cottage didn’t 
reproduce.  So that left the Mill, Riverside Farm and Mill Farm.  I was labouring under the misapprehension that they’d 
all been demolished.  I clearly made a mistake, for which I apologise. 

Hazel) 

What we found out this month: 
 

We are going to lose our mobile library.  It‟s true that there are two libraries in driving distance, but 
isn‟t it better that one big lot of petrol comes to us, rather than loads of little lots go to them?  We‟ll 
miss the green lorry…  (Stuart suggests our own village lending library, so we‟ll be looking into that). 
 
 

And what we didn’t: 
 
What is going to become of our beloved phone box? 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


